Jesus’ Miraculous Signs in John’s Gospel

Notes:

Discussion 1 – Who Is Jesus?
Healed from Cancer
For a year Greg Thomas suffered from terrible headaches, ear aches, and jaw aches. His great pain led
the 56-year-old man to a Minnesota hospital, where he
was diagnosed with inoperable head and neck cancer.
The disease was so advanced that doctors told Greg’s
family to plan for his funeral.

inoperable – unable to
be surgically removed
Lord – name for God
dilapidated – in very
bad condition because
of age or lack of care
rotting – slowly decaying

“I was sitting at the church one evening, pouring my
heart out to God,” Greg recalled. “I said, ‘Before I leave
this earth, Lord, I’d like to do something for you.’” So
Greg decided to repair the dilapidated church building.

prescribed – order as
a remedy or treatment

Incredibly, as Greg scraped paint and replaced the rotting floor, he felt himself
growing stronger every day. The more he worked on the church, the better he felt –
he didn’t even need the strong pain medicine his doctor had prescribed. “My doctor
was amazed,” Greg reported. “She said, ‘Whatever you’re doing, keep on doing it.’”

scans – pictures of
what’s inside the body

As Greg continued to rehabilitate the old church, medical scans revealed startling
news: his tumors were shrinking! Four years and 23 days after Greg’s diagnosis,
his doctors removed the feeding tube they once said he’d need for the rest of his
life – and he ate solid food again. Today Greg’s tumors are gone, and he is cancer
free! “While I was restoring the church,” Greg explained, “God was restoring me.”

Miracles!
Greg Thomas experienced a medical miracle. A miracle is a surprising event that
demonstrates God’s power and science cannot explain. Some say miracles aren’t
possible. But the Bible reports many miracles of God. In this discussion series we
will explore the miracles of Jesus as they are recorded in the Gospel of John. What
do these miracles teach us about Jesus: his identity, his teaching, and his mission?

Legend, Lunatic, Liar, or Lord?
But before we look at the miracles Jesus performed, first we need to consider who
Jesus is? Many people doubt that Jesus was an actual person in human history.
Others think Jesus was a great moral teacher. However, in his famous book Mere
Christianity, C.S. Lewis wrote: “A man who was merely a man and said the sort of
things Jesus said would not be a great moral teacher. He would either be a lunatic
– on the level with a man who says he is a poached egg – or he would be the devil
of hell. You must take your choice. Either this was, and is, the Son of God, or else
a madman or something worse. You can shut him up for a fool or you can fall at his
feet and call him Lord and God. But let us not come with any patronizing nonsense
about his being a great human teacher. He has not left that possibility open to us.”
Jesus can only be one of four things: a legend, a lunatic, a liar, or Lord and God.
There is so much historical and archeological evidence to support Jesus’ existence
that experts agree he was not just a legend. If Jesus was a lunatic, how did he win
debates against his opponents, or handle his terrible suffering while showing deep
love for his enemies? And if Jesus was a liar, why did he die for his claim, when he
could have easily avoided his painful death with just a few clever words? Yet Jesus
claimed to be Lord and God, and the evidence supports Jesus’ claim.
In this discussion we will read the words of an eyewitness to Jesus’ life and times.
His name was John. John lived with and followed Jesus for three years. During that
brief span John became convinced that Jesus is the Lord of heaven and earth.

rehabilitate – bring
back to good condition

startling – surprising
tumors – abnormal
growths of tissue on or
in the body
mission – important
purpose or task in life
moral – of right and
wrong human behavior
merely – only or just
lunatic – insane or
crazy person
poached – boiled in
water with no shell
devil – powerful evil
spirit, God’s greatest
enemy
hell – place of eternal
suffering
Son of God – title used
as a claim to be God in
a human body
patronizing – thinking
you’re more intelligent
than other people
legend – old story that
may not be true
archeological – of very
old human objects and
bones
eyewitness – person
who sees an event
span – period of time
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recognize – know and
accept one’s identity
name – identity as the
Son of God and as the
Rescuer of God’s
people
glory – greatness,
magnificence, beauty
Father – First person
of the triune creator
God, co-equal with the
Son and the Spirit,
existing as one God
from all eternity
grace – undeserved
kindness and help
from God
Christ – the King God
promised to send to
rescue his people
reveal – show or
prove what was
unseen or unknown

Discussion 1 – Who Is Jesus?
From the Bible: John 1:1-18 (Selected)
1 In

the beginning, the Word was already there. The Word was with God,
and the Word was God. 2 He was with God in the beginning. 3 All things were
made through him. Nothing that has been made was made without him. 4 Life
was in him, and that life was the light for all people. 5 The light shines in the
darkness. But the darkness has not understood the light…
9 The

true Light that gives light to everyone was coming into the world. 10 The
Word was in the world. And the world was made through him. But the world
did not recognize him. 11 He came to what was his own. But his own people did
not accept him. 12 Some people did accept him and did believe in his name. He
gave them the right to become children of God. 13 To be a child of God has
nothing to do with human parents. Children of God are not born because of
human choice or because a husband wants them to be born. They are born
because of what God does.
14 The

Word became a human being. He made his home with us. We have seen
his glory. It is the glory of the One and Only, who came from the Father. And the
Word was full of grace and truth…
17 Now,

grace and truth come to us through Jesus Christ. 18 No one has ever seen
God. But the One and Only is God and is at the Father’s side. The One at the
Father’s side has shown us what God is like.

Questions to Discuss
1. What other Bible book starts with “In the beginning”? Why is this important?
2. Who is the Word? How do you know? What does this mean? (verses 1, 10, 14)
3. What facts did John claim to be true about the Word? (verses 1-3)
4. What other titles or descriptions did John use for Jesus? (verses 1, 4, 9, 10, 11)
5. What was in the Word? What does this mean? (verse 4)
6. What facts did John claim to be true about the Light? Explain. (verses 4, 5, 9)
7. How did the world and his own people respond to Jesus? Why? (verses 10, 11)
8. What did Jesus give to those who did accept and believe in him? (verse 12)
9. Can physical birth make us children of God? How can it happen? (verses 12, 13)
10. What qualities about God did Jesus reveal to people? (verses 14, 17)
11. What did John claim about God and Jesus? (verse 18) Why? (verse 14)
12. What do you believe about Jesus Christ? Why?

Discussion Summary
After living with and following Jesus for three years, John became convinced that
Jesus is God, who became a human being. (This is a miracle itself!) Through
Jesus’ words and work, John realized Jesus was amazingly different from any
other person he ever met. In fact, Jesus is who he claimed himself to be: God!
This good news was so important to John that he decided to write a book to tell
everyone down through the ages and across all nations. Jesus is not just a
legend. He is not a lunatic. Nor is he a liar. Jesus is the Lord. But why did Jesus
come into our world? He came to rescue us from our spiritual darkness, so that
we can become children of God, who enjoy life with him in all his glory!
John didn’t record every miracle Jesus performed. But he carefully chose those
miracles of Jesus that reveal Jesus is our God and our Rescuer. (John 20:30-31)
This series of discussion guides is based on the miracles Jesus performed as recorded in the Gospel of John. 2
Your “Dinner & Discussion” host is Rick Gray. Email Rick with your questions! rick.gray@ruf.org

Jesus’ Miraculous Signs in John’s Gospel

Notes:

Discussion 2 – A Wedding Blunder
Miracles and Science
The scientific case against miracles is simple: natural
laws like the laws of chemistry, biology, and physics
cannot be violated. A miracle is a violation of natural
law. Therefore, miracles do not happen.
But what if the miracles recorded in the Bible point to a
new dimension of reality breaking through into human
experience? If God really exists, could he have created
an unseen world that affects the physical world in ways
that science cannot explain? Could miracles be signs
of a reality that science has not yet discovered?
In fact, some scientists argue that science itself contains similar indicators of
realities beyond scientific detection. Many physicists now believe our universe
contains much more than just three dimensions. New scientific discoveries are
pushing the limits of human reason. They suggest that reality may be far more
complex than our human minds can fully understand.
In this discussion series we are examining several of the miracles performed by
Jesus. The New Testament records over 30 miracles of Jesus. Of course, he may
have worked many more miracles than are cited by the New Testament writers.
But since Jesus lived more than 30 years on earth, including three years of public
ministry, 30 or more miracles is not that large a number. Yet, if true, any report of a
miracle is significant. What do the miracles of Jesus teach us about who he is,
what he did, and why he is still important for us today?

God Became a Human!
In our previous discussion about Jesus’ miraculous signs, we read the introduction
to the Gospel of John. The writer was a first century Jewish fisherman, who lived
with and followed Jesus for three years. While watching and listening to Jesus,
John was convinced that Jesus is God, who became a human. This is actually the
first miracle of Jesus: the infinite God became a finite man to rescue us from our
spiritual darkness, so that we can know and enjoy God as our Father forever!

A Curious Miracle

miracles – wonderful,
supernatural acts
Bible – Christians’ holy
book, God’s Word
dimension – measurement in one direction
indicators – signs that
show something exists
detection – process of
discovering something
New Testament – last
27 Bible books, written
after Jesus’ birth
ministry – work done
for God and people
Gospel – book about
the good news of
Jesus written from
eyewitness reports
John – one of Jesus’
original 12 followers
infinite – unlimited
finite – limited
spiritual – of man’s
inner being or life force
Father – name for God
used by Christians
curious – strange,
unusual or unexpected
frivolous – unimportant

But the first recorded miracle of Jesus’ public ministry is quite curious. The miracle
appears to be frivolous. Surely, if someone were to overrule the laws of nature, he
would do so for a much more important purpose than to simply correct a wedding
blunder. Yet, surprisingly, the first miracle Jesus performed was not demonstrating
his power to heal someone with a fatal illness, or a gigantic demonstration of his
control over nature, or an impressive exhibition of his authority in the spiritual realm.
Instead, though the first supernatural act in Jesus’ ministry was amazing, very few
people saw it, and most who were affected by it did not even realize it occurred!

blunder – bad mistake
caused by stupidity

Jesus was starting his public ministry. The first disciples he called were Andrew,
Peter, James, and John. The next day he called Philip and Nathanael. On the third
day Jesus and his little group of disciples, after journeying for a distance of about
30 miles, arrived at Cana in Galilee. They came to attend a wedding to which they
had been invited. It is significant that Jesus accepted the invitation. He did not come
into the world to oppose people’s happiness. Rather, Jesus came to bring us the
truest, deepest, and longest lasting joy we can ever know or experience: the joy of
a personal relationship with God by life-changing faith in the Son of God!

affected – involved, or
changed

fatal – causing death
gigantic – very large
exhibition – act of
showing a quality
realm – world, kingdom

disciples – loyal
students or followers
Son of God – title for
Jesus that claims he is
God in a human body
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Cana – small village in
ancient Palestine
Galilee – ancient
northern Palestine
province with many
non-Jewish people
ritual – formal action
always performed in
the same way
pure – morally good
clean – set apart and
acceptable to God
gallon – 3.7854 liters
dip – lift liquid from a
container
in charge – having
overall authority
realize – understand
groom – husband who
was just married
signs – physical
miracles that show
spiritual truths
glory – greatness,
magnificence, beauty
believed in – entrusted
themselves to
compassionate – feeling concern for others
issues – gives
compound – substance
created by joining two
chemical elements
reveals – makes
known
boast – tell of great
things done
humility – quality of not
thinking you are better
than other people
passion – strong desire
worthy – deserving
symbol – something
that represents
something else

Discussion 2 – A Wedding Blunder
From the Bible: John 2:1-11
On the third day there was a wedding. It took place at Cana in Galilee.
Jesus’ mother was there. 2 Jesus and his disciples had also been invited to the
wedding. 3 When the wine was gone, Jesus’ mother said to him, “They have no
more wine.”
1

4 “Dear

woman, why are you telling me about this?” Jesus replied. “The time for
me to show who I really am isn’t here yet.”
5 His

mother said to the servants, “Do what he tells you.”

6 Six

stone water jars stood nearby. The Jews used water from that kind of jar for
ritual washings. They did that to make themselves pure and “clean.” Each jar
could hold 20 to 30 gallons.
7 Jesus

said to the servants, “Fill the jars with water.” So they filled them to the
top. 8 Then he told them, “Now dip some out. Take it to the person in charge of
the dinner.” They did what he said.
9 The

person in charge tasted the water that had been turned into wine. He didn’t
realize where it had come from. But the servants who had brought the water
knew. Then the person in charge called the groom to one side. 10 He said to him,
“Everyone brings out the best wine first. They bring out the cheaper wine after
the guests have had too much to drink. But you have saved the best until now.”
11 What

Jesus did here in Cana in Galilee was the first of his signs. Jesus showed
his glory by doing this sign. And his disciples believed in him.

Questions to Discuss
1. Where did Jesus perform his first public miracle? Why? (verses 1, 11)
2. What was the occasion? Who was there? (verses 1-2, 5, 9, 10)
3. What problem occurred? Who told Jesus about the problem? (verse 3)
4. What was Jesus’ reply? Why did Jesus say this? (verse 4)
5. How did Jesus’ mother respond to Jesus’ words? Why? (verse 5)
6. What stood nearby? What did Jesus instruct the servants to do? (verses 6-8)
7. What happened? What did the person in charge do, think, and say? (verses 9-10)
8. Who knew that Jesus performed this miracle? (verses 3, 9, 10, 11)
9. What did Jesus show by this miracle? How did it affect his disciples? (verse 11)
10. What does this miracle of Jesus teach you about him and your problems?

Discussion Summary
People’s actions tell us a lot about who they are and what they are like. Someone
who helps other people solve their problems displays a compassionate heart. A
person who issues commands that others obey shows authority over them. One
who changes a liquid’s chemical compound reveals his supernatural power. A
man who does not boast about his achievements demonstrates humility.
When Jesus worked his first public miracle he showed his power over the natural
world, his care about people and their problems, his great generosity, his passion
for joy, and that he is worthy of our trust. It is significant that Jesus began his
ministry by performing a miracle to provide wine for guests at a party. Wine in
the Bible is a symbol of joy. By providing the best wine, Jesus revealed himself
as the Son of God, who is the highest and greatest joy mankind can experience!
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desperate – with a very
strong need or desire

Discussion 3 – A Dying Son
Desperation
Have you ever been desperate for help? Maybe you locked
yourself out of the house on a cold, rainy night. Maybe you
were stuck in traffic with barely enough time to make a
plane flight. Maybe someone threatened you with violence
when no one was around to protect you.
While these are all desperate situations, it’s doubtful that
anyone could be more desperate than a parent with a sick
and dying child. Some of the most heart-felt prayers are
pleaded beside the beds in children’s hospitals. Fathers
and mothers have been known to do just about anything to
heal their precious little sons and daughters.
In this discussion we will consider Jesus’ second miracle in Galilee. It involved a
father who desperately wanted to heal his dying son. Suddenly he heard the report
of a miracle worker who had arrived in a town about 16 miles away. But was there
enough time for the frantic father to reach the healer and return with him before his
son died? Would the father even be able to find the miracle man? Would Jesus
agree to go with him and cure his dear little boy?

Jesus Came to Bring Us Joy
In our last discussion we read that Jesus’ first public miracle was changing water
into wine. This supernatural act only protected a wedding couple from a small
embarrassment, but through it Jesus revealed his amazing power over the natural
world. Though few people saw Jesus’ miracle, it provided more evidence that
Jesus is God, who became human. So it deepened the disciples’ belief in Jesus as
the promised Rescuer, who cared about them and their problems. Because wine is
a symbol of joy, and Jesus provided the best wine, this first miracle also served as
a sign that Jesus is the highest and greatest joy mankind can experience!

Demands and Distance
Jesus must have gotten tired of people continually demanding that he prove
himself by entertaining their curiosity with miraculous signs. Though Jesus was
caring and compassionate, did it really help people for him to satisfy their selfish
desires? What does it feel like when others rarely seem to care about your needs,
but often insist you meet theirs? It certainly cannot feel good.
And so, Jesus, who was probably weary after arriving home from an arduous
journey and two-day stay in Samaria, now found himself confronted by yet another
person asking for his time and toil. While the
man was well dressed, indicating his high
position in society, yet there was deep
sadness in his voice.
The well-dressed man wanted Jesus to travel
a long distance. But there was a greater
spiritual distance between the two. One man
was on a mission with eternal purpose, while
the other man was on a journey for only a
temporary end. One wanted to reveal his
Father. The other wanted to heal his son.

barely – almost not
threatened – said a
bad thing will happen to
protect – keep from
being harmed or hurt
pleaded – strongly and
emotionally asked
precious – deeply loved
miracle – wonderful
supernatural act
Galilee – province in
northern Palestine
frantic – feeling great
fear and worry
cure – heal
embarrassment – mistake causing shame
evidence – something
that shows the truth
disciples – loyal
followers or students
symbol – something
that represents
another reality
curiosity – desire to
see or know more
compassionate – feeling concern for others
arduous – very tiring
Samaria – province in
Palestine with mixed
Jewish-Arab people
confronted – forced to
see and/or deal with
toil – hard work, labor
spiritual – of man’s
inner being or life force
eternal – having no
end in time
st

Father – 1 Person of
the one true God, coequal with the Son &
the Spirit
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prophet – messenger
from God
Jerusalem – capital city
in ancient Israel
Passover – celebration
of God freeing Jewish
slaves from Egypt
Cana – small village in
northern Palestine
Capernaum – small
fishing village in
northern Palestine
royal – relating to a
king or queen
Judea – province in
southern Palestine
with mostly Jewish
people
wonders – amazing
acts
fever – sickness causing the body to be hot
believers – people who
trust & follow Jesus as
their Rescuer & King
rebuke – criticism,
harsh words
witnessed – seen
happen in person
Son of God – title for
Jesus that claims he is
God in a human body
reconcile – restore to
a peaceful relationship
obviously – in a way
that is easy to see or
understand
transcends – rises
above or goes beyond
the normal limits of
spirits – inner beings
or life forces
forever – for a time
without an ending

Discussion 3 – A Dying Son
From the Bible: John 4:43-54
43 After

the two days, Jesus left for Galilee. 44 He himself had pointed out
that a prophet is not respected in his own country. 45 When he arrived in Galilee,
the people living there welcomed him. They had seen everything he had done in
Jerusalem at the Passover Feast. That was because they had also been there.
46 Once

more, Jesus visited Cana in Galilee. Cana is where he had turned the
water into wine. And at Capernaum there was a royal official whose son was
sick in bed. 47 When the official heard that Jesus had arrived in Galilee from
Judea, he went to Jesus and begged him to come down and heal his son. For the
boy was close to death. 48 Jesus told him, “You people will never believe unless
you see miraculous signs and wonders.”
49 The

royal official said, “Sir, come down before my child dies.” 50 Jesus replied,
“You may go. Your son will live.” The man believed what Jesus said, and so he
left. 51 While he was still on his way home, his servants met him. They gave him
the news that his boy was living. 52 He asked what time his son got better. They
said to him, “The fever left him yesterday afternoon at one o’clock.”
53 Then

the father realized what had happened. That was the exact time Jesus had
said to him, “Your son will live.” So he and all his family became believers. 54 This
was the second miraculous sign that Jesus did after coming from Judea to Galilee.

Questions to Discuss
1. Why did Jesus go to Galilee? How was he received? Why? (verses 43-45)
2. What town in Galilee did Jesus visit? Why is this important? (verse 46)
3. Who heard that Jesus had arrived in Galilee? What did he do? (verses 46-47)
4. How did the father feel? How did Jesus answer him? Why? (verses 47-48)
5. How did the father respond to Jesus’ rebuke? Why? (verse 49)
6. How did Jesus answer the father’s next plea? Why didn’t Jesus go? (verse 50a)
7. How did the father respond to Jesus’ answer? Why is this important? (verse 50b)
8. What happened as the father traveled back home to Capernaum? (verse 51)
9. How long did the father wait for news about his son’s condition? (verse 52b)
10. How did the father feel during the wait? How did he feel after hearing the news?
11. What did the father ask his servants? Why? What did they answer? (verse 52)
12. What did the father realize? What happened next? Why? (verse 53)
13. What does this miracle teach you about Jesus and what you believe? Why?

Discussion Summary
When you want others to believe something amazing that you have witnessed,
you are very careful in the way you present the evidence. Jesus’ disciple John
carefully chose what miracles to include in his book about Jesus, so that his
readers might believe Jesus is the Son of God – the promised One who came to
rescue us and reconcile us to God that we might have a life full of joy in him.
Jesus’ second miracle in Galilee demonstrated his supernatural power to heal a
person’s body even from miles away. Obviously, Jesus is no ordinary man. He
transcends space and distance! But by this second miracle Jesus also showed
his even greater power to heal people’s spirits. Eventually all our bodies will get
sick and die, while our spirits will live forever. Yet, how desperate are we for
Jesus’ spiritual healing? It comes by believing God’s Son died to give us life.
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Discussion 4 – A Disabled Man
Our Disabilities

obvious – easy to see

All of us suffer from some type of disability or
another. Physical disabilities are certainly the
most obvious. It is easy to notice the man in the
wheelchair, the blind woman, or the child with
an abnormal arm.

tragic – extremely sad

But our disabilities go beyond just our bodies.
Because of tragic events in our past, some of us
are emotionally disabled. Though it is harder to
discern emotional disabilities, they’re just as real
and often more painful. Emotional disabilities
harm our relationships and steal our joy.

spiritual – of man’s
inner being or life force

Yet there is a third type of disability that is even more difficult to detect: spiritual
disability. Jesus taught that we are all born spiritually disabled. This means that we
all come into this world with self-centered hearts that resist God. According to
Jesus, this is the worst type of disability because it destroys our relationship with
God and determines our eternal destination.

Jesus Came to Give Us Life
In our previous discussion we learned that Jesus’ second miracle in John’s Gospel
was healing a dying boy 16 miles away. Through this supernatural act Jesus gave
more evidence that he is God, who became human. Jesus transcends space and
distance to restore life. This is why Jesus entered our world. He came to give us life
– an eternal, spiritual life full of love, mercy, peace, hope and joy! (See John 10:10.)

The First Year of Jesus’ Public Ministry
For the first eight months of Jesus’ public ministry he taught about God’s kingdom
and healed the sick in Jerusalem and Judea. Then, after going to Samaria for two
days, he returned to Galilee. For the next four months Jesus taught and performed
miracles in his home region. During that period Jesus fulfilled the prediction of
Isaiah 9:1, “In the past God brought shame on the land of Zebulun and on the land
of Naphtali. But in the future he will honor Galilee, where people from other nations
live. He will honor the land along the Mediterranean Sea, east of the Jordan River.”
The people of Galilee welcomed Jesus with great excitement and enthusiasm. But
most of them did not believe Jesus was the Rescuer God promised to send. They
mainly wanted to see Jesus entertain and help them with his supernatural power.
During this time in Galilee Jesus went back to Jerusalem to celebrate a Jewish
feast. The year was probably 28 A.D.
While in Jerusalem, Jesus met a man
afflicted with a physical disability for
almost four decades. This man’s life had
been greatly affected by his disability. He
couldn’t walk, or go anywhere, without the
help of someone else. As a result, his life
was badly limited. How did Jesus respond
to this disabled man? What does this true
story, recorded by John in his Gospel,
teach us about how Jesus might respond
to us and our disabilities?

discern – see, or
recognize
detect – notice, or
discover

eternal – having no
end in time
miracle – wonderful
supernatural act
John – one of Jesus’
original 12 followers
Gospel – book about
Jesus written from
eyewitness reports
transcends – rises
above or goes beyond
the normal limits of
Jerusalem – capital
city of ancient Israel
Judea – (map) region
in southern Palestine
Samaria – (map) region
in central Palestine
Galilee – (map) region
in northern Palestine
Isaiah – messenger of
God, and a book in the
Bible’s Old Testament
Zebulun – tribe of
Israel that lived in the
region of Galilee
Naphtali – another tribe
of Israel that also lived
in the region of Galilee
Jordan – (map) river in
Palestine flowing south
enthusiasm – strong
and joyful interest
Jewish – of ancient
Israel’s descendants
afflicted – suffering
decade – 10 years
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Sheep Gate – gate
used to bring in sheep
for Temple sacrifices
pool – Archeologists
discovered this pool in
northeast Jerusalem in
1888. A wall painting
of an angel stirring up
the water is nearby.
columns – long posts
supporting a roof
mat – thin, straw pad
laid on the ground
Sabbath – Jewish day
of rest, Saturday
Jews – term John used
for religious leaders
who opposed Jesus
law – ten commands
that God gave Israel in
the Old Testament
Temple – large building
in Jerusalem used by
Jews to worship God
sinning – disobeying
God in thought, word,
or action
st

Father – 1 Person of
the one true God, coequal with the Son
and the Spirit
upset – angry or
unhappy
ignore – refuse to deal
with, pretend not to see
Son of God – title for
Jesus to testify he is
God in a human body
desperate – with a very
strong need or desire
final judgment – God’s
declaration of our guilt
or innocence, and
announcement of our
eternal destination

Discussion 4 – A Disabled Man
From the Bible: John 5:1-18
1 Some

time later, Jesus went up to Jerusalem for a Jewish feast. 2 In
Jerusalem near the Sheep Gate is a pool. In the Aramaic language it is called
Bethesda. It is surrounded by five rows of columns with a roof over them. 3Here a
great number of disabled people used to lie down. Among them were those who
were blind, those who could not walk, and those who could hardly move.
5 One

person there had been disabled for 38 years. 6 Jesus saw him lying there. He
knew the man had been in that condition for a long time. So he asked him, “Do
you want to get well?” 7 “Sir,” the disabled man replied, “I have no one to help me
into the pool when the water is stirred up. I try to get in, but someone else always
goes down ahead of me.” 8 Then Jesus said to him, “Get up! Pick up your mat and
walk.” 9 At once the man was healed. He picked up his mat and walked.
The day this happened was a Sabbath. 10 So the Jews said to the man who was
healed, “It is the Sabbath. The law does not allow you to carry your mat.” 11 But he
replied, “The one who made me well said to me, ‘Pick up your mat and walk.’”
12 They asked him, “Who is this fellow? Who told you to pick it up and walk?”
13 The healed man did not know. Jesus had slipped away into the crowd.
14 Later

Jesus found him at the Temple. Jesus said to him, “See, you are well again.
Stop sinning, or something worse may happen to you.” 15 The man went away. He
told the Jews it was Jesus who had made him well. 16 Jesus was doing these things
on the Sabbath day. So the Jews began to oppose him. 17 Jesus said to them, “My
Father is always doing his work. He is working right up to this very day. I am
working too.” 18 For this reason the Jews tried even harder to kill him. Jesus was
not only working on the Sabbath. He was even calling God his own Father. He
was making himself equal with God.

Questions to Discuss
1. Where did Jesus go? Who was at the Bethesda pool? Why? (verses 1-3)
2. How long had one person there been disabled? Why is this important? (verse 5)
3. Why did Jesus select this particular disabled man? (verses 5-6)
4. What did Jesus ask the disabled man? Is this surprising? Why? (verse 6)
5. How did the disabled man answer Jesus? Is this surprising? Why? (verse 7)
6. What did Jesus command the disabled man to do? Why? (verse 8)
7. What happened to the disabled man next? What did he do after this? (verse 9)
8. Why were the Jews upset with Jesus? What did the Jews ignore? (verses 9-12)
9. Did the disabled man know who Jesus was? Why is this important? (verse 13)
10. What did Jesus warn the man about the next time they met? Why? (verse 14)
11. Why did the Jews oppose Jesus? What did they try to do? Why? (verses 16-18)
12. If Jesus’ words are true and he is God, how would this change your life?

Discussion Summary

The longer someone is afflicted by any disability, the harder it is to heal. The man
Jesus healed was disabled for 38 years! John recorded this miracle to convince
us that Jesus is the Son of God, and that he is more powerful than the effects of
time. But Jesus knew there is something much more important than physical
healing. That is why later Jesus found the man in the Temple to warn him about
cross – very painful,
shameful, & cruel form his much more desperate need for spiritual healing. All of us will die and stand
before God at the final judgment. So we all desperately need the spiritual healing
of Roman execution
Jesus performed by his death on the cross for everyone who believes in him.
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Discussion 5 – A Hungry Crowd
Two Kinds of Food
Food is one of the basic necessities of life. If we
miss a meal, we feel hunger. If we do not eat for
a day or more, we grow weak and become tired.
If we go too long without any food, we will
eventually starve to death.
We have all seen terrible photos of emaciated
children suffering from severe famine. Without
anything to eat, and no nourishment for their
bodies, their bones protrude from their skin. They
desperately need food or they will die. Our hearts
are moved with great concern for them.
But did you know there are many spiritually emaciated people too? While photos
cannot capture their great need, their spirits are just as poorly fed. Without the right
spiritual food, they will also die. Their hungry hearts desperately need to eat food
from heaven. Jesus’ heart was moved with compassion by their terrible condition.
So he came to provide them the necessities for an abundant spiritual life.

Jesus Came to Heal Us
In our last discussion we talked about how Jesus healed a man who was unable to
walk for 38 years. By this miracle Jesus provided another sign that revealed he is
God, who became human. Jesus is more powerful than the effects of time. Yet
Jesus did not come mainly to heal people physically. He came to heal us spiritually,
so that we may experience God’s love, forgiveness, peace, hope, and joy!

Trying to Get Some Rest
About six months to a year after healing the disabled man by the pool in Jerusalem,
Jesus returned north with his disciples to a place near Bethsaida, on the Sea of
Galilee’s northeast coast. It was probably about a year before Jesus’ death. The
other Gospel writers reported several important events and miracles in Jesus’
ministry that happened soon after he healed the disabled man. But John chose not
to include those events and miracles from his Gospel. Instead John skipped to the
miracle Jesus performed when he fed over 5,000 people. The same miracle is also
recorded in Matthew 14:13-23; Mark 6:30-46, and Luke 9:10-17.
One day Jesus decided to take his disciples away to quiet place for some rest. But
because of Jesus’ rising popularity, a huge number of people followed after him.
Feeling compassion for this crowd, Jesus taught them, healed their sick, and fed
their hungry stomachs.
Later Jesus explained the deeper meaning
of his feeding the hungry crowd. Ironically,
while Jesus’ miracle made him quite
popular with the people on one day, on
the next day Jesus’ explanation caused
many of those same people to reject him.
Their eyes witnessed Jesus’ amazing
power. But their hearts refused to believe
the great truth it revealed about who Jesus
is and why he came. Their stomachs were
full, but their hearts remained empty.

Notes:
starve – suffer with
extreme hunger
emaciated – very thin
body due to hunger
famine – situation with
little or no food
nourishment – food
needed for health
protrude – stick out
desperately – very
strongly or urgently
capture – describe or
show with accuracy
spirits – inner beings
or life forces
heaven – God’s place
of eternal joy
compassion – feeling
of concern for others
abundant – very large
amount
miracle – wonderful,
supernatural act
revealed – showed,
made known
Jerusalem – capital
city of ancient Israel
disciples – loyal
followers or students
Bethsaida – village in
northern Palestine
Sea of Galilee – lake
in northern Palestine
Gospel – book about
Jesus written from
eyewitness reports
popularity – being liked
skipped – left out
ironically – strangely
or unexpectedly
witnessed – saw
heart – place of man’s
thoughts, emotions,
and desires
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Notes:
Passover Feast –
yearly celebration of
how God rescued the
Jewish people from
their slavery in Egypt
Philip – one of Jesus’
original 12 disciples
Andrew – one of Jesus’
original 12 disciples
Simon Peter – one of
Jesus’ original 12
disciples
loaves – whole baked
cakes of bread
barley – type of cereal
grain
waste – not use in the
proper way
the Prophet - Messenger
God promised to sent
to rescue his people
(see Deuteronomy
18:15-19)

John 6:51-58 – Later
Jesus said, “I am the
living bread that came
down from heaven.
Everyone who eats
some of this bread
will live forever. This
bread is my body. I
will give it for the life
of the world… What
I’m about to tell you is
true. You must eat the
Son of Man’s body
and drink his blood. If
you don’t, you have
no life in you. Anyone
who eats my body
and drinks my blood
has eternal life. I will
raise them up on the
last day… whoever
eats this bread will
live forever.”
selfish – concerned
only about one’s self
deserve – should
justly receive

Discussion 5 – A Hungry Crowd
From the Bible: John 6:1-15
Some time after this, Jesus crossed over to the other side of the Sea of
Galilee. It is also called the Sea of Tiberias. 2 A large crowd of people followed
him. They had seen the miraculous signs he had done on those who were sick.
3 Then Jesus went up on a mountainside. There he sat down with his disciples.
4 The Jewish Passover Feast was near. 5 Jesus looked up and saw a large crowd
coming toward him. So he said to Philip, “Where can we buy bread for these
people to eat?” 6 He asked this only to put Philip to the test. He already knew
what he was going to do. 7 Philip answered him, “Eight months’ pay would not
buy enough bread for each one to have a bite!”
1

8 Another

of his disciples spoke up. It was Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother. 9 He
said, “Here is a boy with five small loaves of barley bread. He also has two small
fish. But how far will that go in such a large crowd?” 10 Jesus said, “Have the
people sit down.” There was plenty of grass in that place, and they sat down.
The number of men among them was about 5,000. 11 Then Jesus took the loaves
and gave thanks. He handed out the bread to those who were seated. He gave
them as much as they wanted. And he did the same with the fish.
12 When

all of them had enough to eat, Jesus spoke to his disciples. “Gather the
leftover pieces,” he said. “Don’t waste anything.” 13 So they gathered what was
left over from the five barley loaves. They filled 12 baskets with the pieces left by
those who had eaten. 14 The people saw the miraculous sign that Jesus did. Then
they began to say, “This must be the Prophet who is supposed to come into the
world.” 15 But Jesus knew that they planned to come and force him to be their
king. So he went away again to a mountain by himself.

Questions to Discuss
1. Where did Jesus go? Why did a large crowd follow him? (verses 1-2)
2. Where did Jesus go next? Who else was with him? (verse 3)
3. What Jewish feast was near? Why is this important? (verse 4)
4. What did Jesus ask Philip? Why? What did Jesus already know? (verses 5-6)
5. Did Jesus ever perform a similar miracle before? Why? (see John 2:1-11)
6. What did Philip answer? What does this reveal about Philip’s faith? (verse 7)
7. What did Andrew say? What does this reveal about Andrew’s faith? (verses 8-9)
8. What did Jesus tell his disciples? Why? How many people were there? (verse 10)
9. What did Jesus do? Why? What did he tell his disciples next? Why? (verses 11-12)
10. How many baskets of pieces were left over? Why is this important? (verse 13)
11. How did the crowd react to seeing this miracle of Jesus? Why? (verses 14-15)
12. How did Jesus respond to the crowd’s plan? Why? (verse 15)
13. What does this miracle teach us about Jesus? Why? (see John 6:51-58)

Discussion Summary
Jesus’ miracle of feeding more than 5,000 people with five loaves of bread and two
fish teaches important truths about Jesus and about people. The disciples were slow
to believe in Jesus and his miraculous power. So are we. The crowd foolishly wanted
to misuse Jesus and his miraculous power for their own selfish purposes. So do we.
But Jesus is in total control. He always knows what is inside of people’s hearts. Yet
he still loves people unconditionally and provides for them generously. Jesus gives
us what we need, not what we deserve. Jesus is “the Bread of life” who came to
satisfy our deepest desires for love, forgiveness, peace, hope, and joy!
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Notes:

Discussion 6 – A Stormy Sea
The Storms of Life
Like a stormy sea, life can get rough
at times. One moment the sun is
shining and everything is peaceful
and calm. The next moment the sky
is clouded over, and life is full of
difficulty and anxiety. We are afraid
and doubt whether we will make it
safely through the danger.
Indeed, life can be hard and full of
trouble. A difficult class in school, a
lack of money, a fight with a friend, can all be painful experiences. But the bigger
storms of life are much worse: the loss of a job, the diagnosis of a terminal illness,
the death of a loved one, to name a few of life’s roughest waters.
We do our best to handle the smaller storms of life. But how can we deal with the
storms that are obviously too big for us to control? What do we do then? How can
we overcome our fears and experience peace in our hearts, when it feels like our
lives are about to fall apart? The Gospel of John gives us the answer.

Jesus Satisfies Our Deepest Desires

rough – difficult,
challenging, unsettled
anxiety – worry or fear
diagnosis –
identification of a
sickness or problem
terminal – eventually
causing death
obviously – easily
seen, plainly evident
miraculously – with
supernatural power
disciples – loyal
followers or students
row – move a boat
through water with oars
Bethsaida – town near
the northeastern coast
of the Sea of Galilee

In our previous discussion we learned that Jesus’ miraculously fed a hungry crowd
of more than 5,000 people with only five loaves of bread and two fish. Through that
miracle Jesus showed his disciples additional evidence that he is God, who
became a human. Jesus is “the Bread of Life” who came to satisfy our deepest
desires for love, forgiveness, peace, hope, and joy!

Capernaum – town on
the northwestern coast
of the Sea of Galilee

Escaping the Crowd

Jewish – of ancient
Israel’s descendants

After Jesus fed the crowd of over 5,000 near Bethsaida, he made his disciples get
into a boat and row for Capernaum. Then Jesus sent the crowd away and returned
to the mountainside to pray. In his Gospel, John indicated the reason why Jesus
wanted to escape the crowd. John wrote in chapter 6, verse 15: “But Jesus knew
that they planned to come and force him to be their king. So he went away again to
a mountain by himself.” Since Jesus had a much greater purpose than to just serve
as the Jewish people’s earthly, political king, he had to thwart the crowd’s plan.
Yet curiously Jesus did not leave the scene with his disciples. Rather, he sent them
ahead by themselves that evening in the only boat they had! Possibly the disciples
thought Jesus would join them the next day by
walking around the Sea of Galilee on the land.
But Jesus had something quite different in mind!
Matthew 14:22-35 and Mark 6:45-54 provide
more details about what happened to the
disciples on the Sea of Galilee that night.
Amazingly, Mark reported that Jesus watched
the twelve row the boat from miles away!
Matthew told how Jesus enabled Peter to meet
him on the water before he sank. Matthew also
noted this miracle of Jesus so impressed his
disciples that they worshipped Jesus and
proclaimed him to be the “Son of God”.

escape – get away
from or avoid

thwart – prevent or
stop from happening
curiously – strangely
Sea of Galilee – lake
in northern Palestine
the twelve – name for
Jesus’ original 12
disciples
impressed – caused to
feel admiration or
great respect
worshipped – honored,
respected, and loved
as God
proclaimed – said with
confidence or certainty
Son of God – title for
Jesus to testify he is
God in a human body
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Notes:
terrified – extremely
afraid
shore – land bordering
a body of water
Tiberias – town on the
southwestern coast of
the Sea of Galilee
Lord – title for Jesus
to testify he is God
and Master over
everything
rabbi – teacher
unique – unlike
anyone else, being
without equal
defy – go against, or
overcome
eyewitnesses – people
who see an event
happen in their
presence
blame – responsible
for something bad that
has happened
dire – very bad or very
dangerous
threatening – likely to
cause harm, or
endangering
ordeal – very difficult or
unpleasant experience
cross – very painful,
shameful, & cruel form
of Roman execution
grave – hole in the
ground to bury a dead
body
sin – disobedient
thoughts, words, or
actions against God
eternal – having no
end in time

Discussion 6 – A Stormy Sea
From the Bible: John 6:16-25
16 When

evening came, Jesus’ disciples went down to the Sea of Galilee.
they got into a boat and headed across the lake toward Capernaum. By
now it was dark. Jesus had not yet joined them. 18 A strong wind was blowing, and
the water became rough. 19 They rowed three or three and a half miles.
17 There

Then they saw Jesus coming toward the boat, walking on the water. They were
terrified. 20 But he said to them, “It is I. Don’t be afraid.” 21 Then they agreed to take
him into the boat. Right away the boat reached the shore where they were heading.
22 The

next day the crowd that had stayed on the other side of the lake realized
something. They saw that only one boat had been there. They knew that Jesus had
not gotten into it with his disciples. And they knew that the disciples had gone
away alone.
23 Then

some boats from Tiberias landed. It was near the place where the people
had eaten the bread after the Lord gave thanks. 24 The crowd realized that Jesus
and his disciples were not there. So they got into boats and went to Capernaum to
look for Jesus. 25 They found him on the other side of the lake. They asked him,
“Rabbi, when did you get here?”

Questions to Discuss
1. When did Jesus’ disciples cross the lake? Why? (verses 16-17)
2. Why did Jesus not get into the boat with his disciples? (verse 17)
3. What problems did the disciples encounter? How far did they row? (verses 18-19)
4. How did Jesus rejoin his disciples on the lake? How could this be? (verse 19)
5. How did the disciples react when they saw Jesus coming? Why? (verse 19)
6. What did Jesus say when he saw the disciples’ reaction? Why? (verse 20)
7. What did the disciples agree to do? Why? What happened next? (verse 21)
8. What did the crowd realize the next day? Why is this important? (verse 22)
9. What landed from Tiberias? Where? Why is this important? (verse 23)
10. What did the crowd do when they realized Jesus was not there? Why? (verses 24)
11. What did the crowd ask Jesus when they found him? Why? (verse 25)
12. How many miracles did Jesus perform in this event? What do they teach us?

Discussion Summary
Jesus’ amazing supernatural power to see over great distances at night, to walk on
water, and to transport his disciples and their boat over miles in an instant, provided
further proof of how unique Jesus is. He can defy the laws of nature! Having been
eyewitnesses to these miracles, it is not surprising that his disciples concluded that
Jesus must be the “Son of God” and experienced the peace of trusting in him.
Yet before Jesus rescued them from that stormy sea, the disciples likely doubted
Jesus’ wisdom in making them get into the boat and cross the lake at night. After all,
wasn’t Jesus to blame for their dire situation? Yet through this life-threatening
ordeal Jesus confirmed how deeply he cares for and watches over his followers,
and how great is his power to rescue them from the storms of life.
About one year later Jesus provided even greater evidence of his love and power
by dying on a cross and rising from the grave to rescue us from sin and death.
Jesus is able to rescue us from the roughest storms in our lives, but especially from
the greatest danger of death, and bring us safely to the shores of eternal life!
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Notes:

Discussion 7 – A Blind Beggar
Seeing But Not Seeing
British author, C.S. Lewis, told the story of how he
once stood in a dark shed. The sun was shining
outside, and a sunbeam came through a crack at
the top of the door. From where Lewis stood the
beam of light, with specks of dust floating in it, was
the most striking thing in the shed. Everything else
was dark. He was seeing the beam, but not seeing
anything by it. Then he moved so the beam fell on
his eyes. Instantly, the first picture vanished. He
saw no darkness, and no beam. Instead, through
the top of the door, he saw green leaves moving on
tree branches outside, and beyond that, the sun 90 million miles away. Looking at
the sunbeam and looking along the sunbeam Lewis saw two very different things.
Looking at the beam of light he could see nothing else. But looking along the beam
of light he could see the world beyond the shed. At first Lewis was seeing but not
seeing. Then he saw much better. In a similar way, we too often see but do not see.

Jesus Rescues Us in the Storms of Life
In our last discussion we read and talked about how Jesus rescued his disciples
from a stormy sea. This miracle showed that Jesus has supernatural power over
the forces of nature, and further convinced his disciples that Jesus is God who
became a human. To help us know, trust, and love Jesus more, he often makes us
go through many different storms in life. For in the midst of frightful storms we learn
how much we need Jesus to rescue us by his supernatural love and power!

Confronting Blindness
Jesus spent about a year in Galilee healing and teaching crowds of people. By his
supernatural actions and wonderful words many believed Jesus was the promised
King sent by God to rescue them. About six months later Jesus and his disciples
went to Jerusalem. There the Jewish religious leaders opposed Jesus and accused
him of false teaching. Jealous of Jesus’ rising popularity, their authority and
arrogance blinded them from “seeing” Jesus’ miraculous power and true identity.
In this discussion we will “see” how Jesus opens the “eyes” of our minds, so that
we can understand and believe he is the promised King sent by God to rescue us
from the guilt and power of our self-centeredness and pride.

From the Bible: John 9:1-15 (Selected)
As Jesus went along, he saw a man who had been blind since he was born.
2 Jesus’ disciples asked him, “Rabbi, who sinned? Was this man born blind because
he sinned or his parents sinned?” 3 “It isn’t because this man or his parents sinned,”
said Jesus. “This happened so God’s work could be shown in his life. 4 While it is
still day, we must do the work of the One who sent me. Night is coming. Then no
one can work. 5 While I am in the world, I am the light of the world.”
1

6 After

Jesus said this, he spit on the ground and made mud. Then he put the mud
on the man’s eyes. 7 “Go,” he told him. “Wash in the Pool of Siloam.” Siloam means
sent. So the man went, washed, and came home able to see… 13 They brought the
man who had been blind to the Pharisees. 14 The day Jesus opened the man’s eyes
was a Sabbath. 15 So the Pharisees asked the blind man how he was able to see.
“Jesus put mud on my eyes,” the man replied. “Then I washed. And now I can see.”

shed – small building
for storage
sunbeam – ray of
sunlight
specks – very small
pieces
dust – fine dry particles
striking – unusual and
attracting attention
vanished – disappeared
disciples – loyal
followers or students
miracle – wonderful,
supernatural act
Galilee – region in
northern Palestine
Jerusalem – capital
city of ancient Israel
Jewish – of ancient
Israel’s descendants
religious – relating to
belief in God or gods
jealous – angry desire
to have what another
person has
arrogance – thinking
you are better,
smarter, or more
important than others
guilt – responsibility for
doing something bad
pride – feeling you are
better than others
rabbi – teacher
sinned – disobeyed
God in thought, word,
and/or action
Pool of Siloam –
Jerusalem’s water
source south of the
Jewish Temple
Pharisees – Jewish
religious leaders
Sabbath – Jewish day
of rest, Saturday
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Notes:
prophet – messenger
from God
glory – respect,
praise, honor
Moses – prophet God
used to rescue the
Jewish people from
slavery in Egypt, who
also wrote the first five
books of the Bible
dare – used in speech
to show anger about
what someone has
said or done
synagogue – Jewish
place of worship
Son of Man – title for
Jesus, taken from
Daniel 7, to indicate
Jesus is the promised
King sent by God to
rescue his people
Lord – title for Jesus
to indicate Jesus is
God and Master over
everything
worshiped – honored,
respected, and loved
as God
spiritual – relating to
man’s inner being
and/or the invisible
metaphysical world
profound – very great
and/or important
cross – very painful,
shameful, and cruel
form of Roman
execution
creed – statements of
basic beliefs about
God that guide people
in their lives

Discussion 7 – A Blind Beggar
From the Bible: John 9:16-41 (Selected)
16 Some

Pharisees said, “Jesus has not come from God. He does not obey
the Sabbath day.” But others asked, “How can a sinner do such miraculous signs?”
So the Pharisees did not agree with each other. 17 Finally they turned again to the
man who had been born blind. “What do you have to say about him?” they
asked. “It was your eyes he opened.” The man replied, “He is a prophet.”
…24 They said to the blind man, “Give glory to God by telling the truth! We know
the man who healed you is a sinner.” 25 He replied, “I don’t know if he is a sinner.
I do know one thing. I was blind, but now I see!”… 28 Then they attacked him by
saying, “You are this fellow’s disciple! We are disciples of Moses! 29 We know God
spoke to Moses. But we don’t even know where this fellow comes from.”
30 The

man answered, “That is really surprising! You don’t know where he comes
from, and yet he opened my eyes. 31 We know God does not listen to sinners. He
listens to those who obey him. 32 Nobody has ever heard of anyone opening the
eyes of a person born blind. 33 If this man had not come from God, he could do
nothing.” 34 Then the Pharisees replied, “You were born deep in sin already. How
dare you talk like that to us!” And they threw him out of the synagogue.
35 Jesus

heard the Pharisees threw the man out. When he found him, he said, “Do
you believe in the Son of Man?” 36 “Who is he, sir?” the man asked. “Tell me, so I
can believe in him.” 37 Jesus said, “You have now seen him. In fact, he is the one
speaking to you.” 38 Then the man said, “Lord, I believe.” And he worshiped him.
39 Jesus

said, “I came into this world to judge it. I came so that the blind will see
and those who see will become blind.” 40 Some Pharisees heard Jesus say this.
They asked, “What? Are we blind too?” 41 Jesus said, “If you were blind, you
would not be guilty of sin. But since you claim you can see, you remain guilty.”

Questions to Discuss
1. What did Jesus’ disciples ask about the blind man? Why? (verses 1-2)
2. How did Jesus answer the disciples’ question? What did he mean? (verses 3-5)
3. What did Jesus do? Why? What did the Pharisees think? Why? (verses 6-16)
4. How did the man born blind reply to the Pharisees’ claim? Why? (verses 17-25)
5. What did the man born blind conclude about Jesus? Why? (verses 28-33)
6. What did the Pharisees do to the man born blind? Why? (verse 34)
7. What did Jesus do next? Why? How did the man respond? Why? (verses 35-38)
8. Why did Jesus say he came into this world? What did he mean? (verse 39)
9. What did some Pharisees ask? What did Jesus’ answer mean? (verses 40-41)
10. What does this miracle teach us about Jesus and our blindness?

Discussion Summary
Every miracle of Jesus was designed to teach a deeper spiritual truth. John
recorded Jesus’ miracle of healing a man born blind to reveal a profound truth
about people and about Jesus. People can have two types of blindness. Physical
blindness keeps us from seeing the visible world. But spiritual blindness keeps us
from “seeing” spiritual truth. Spiritual blindness is actually worse than physical
blindness. Like the Pharisees, even religious leaders can be spiritually “blind”. But
this miracle teaches us that Jesus can heal both physical and spiritual blindness.
He is the “light of the world”! As we believe Jesus is the Rescuer sent by God, we
“see” how much we need the forgiveness of his cross and the wisdom of his creed!
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Notes:

Discussion 8 – A Sleeping Friend
A Matter of Life and Death
“Is there life after death?” “If so, where do we
go after we die?” “How do we get there?”
These questions have been debated for
centuries and are still debated today.
Jesus said our life in this world is only a brief
journey, lasting 80 or 90 years at most. But
then what? Jesus taught that after we die we
will either live with him in Paradise forever, or
die separated from him in torment forever.

centuries – 100-year
periods of time
Paradise – wonderful
place of indescribable
joy with God
torment – extreme pain
eternal destiny – final,
forever ending place
miracle – wonderful,
supernatural act

What we believe about life after death and about Jesus is extremely important.
These two beliefs greatly affect our life in this world, and according to Jesus after
we leave this world they will determine our eternal destiny. What do you believe
about life after death? Does Jesus have power over our life and our death?

revealed – showed,
made known

Jesus Is “The Light of the World”

grace – undeserved
forgiveness of God

In our previous discussion we learned how Jesus gave sight to a man who was
born blind. Through this miracle Jesus revealed his supernatural power to heal not
only physical blindness, but spiritual blindness too! Jesus is God who became
human so that we can “see” our great need for his grace and truth (John 1:17).

Power Over Death
Sometime after healing the man born blind in Jerusalem, Jesus and the Jewish
religious leaders got into a big argument over Jesus’ identity. When Jesus claimed
to be God, the religious leaders became so angry that they tried to kill him with
stones! This caused Jesus and his disciples to retreat across the Jordan River. But
about a month later they received news that took them back to Judea. Then Jesus
performed his greatest miracle that caused many more people to believe in him.

From the Bible: John 11:1-22 (Selected)
1A

man named Lazarus was sick. He was from Bethany, the village where Mary
and her sister Martha lived…3 So the sisters of Lazarus sent a message to Jesus.
“Lord,” they told him, “the one you love is sick.” 4 When Jesus heard this, he said,
“This sickness will not end in death. No, it is for God’s glory. God’s Son will
receive glory because of it.” 5 Jesus loved Martha and her sister and Lazarus. 6 So
after he heard Lazarus was sick, Jesus stayed where he was for two more days.
7 Then

Jesus said to his disciples, “Let us go back to Judea.” 8 “But Rabbi,” they said,
“a short time ago the Jews there tried to kill you with stones, and you are going
back?” … 11 Jesus went on speaking to them. “Our friend Lazarus has fallen asleep,”
he said. “But I am going there to wake him up.” 12 His disciples replied, “Lord, if
he’s sleeping, he will get better.” 13 Jesus was speaking about the death of Lazarus.
But his disciples thought he meant natural sleep. 14 So then he told them plainly,
“Lazarus is dead. 15 For your benefit, I am glad I was not there. Now you will
believe. But let us go to him.”16 Then Thomas said, “Let us also go die with Jesus.”
17 When

days. 18 Bethany

Jesus arrived, Lazarus had been in the tomb for four
was
less than two miles from Jerusalem. 19 Many Jews had come to comfort Martha and
Mary. 20 When Martha heard Jesus was coming, she went out to meet him. 21 “Lord,”
Martha said to Jesus, “If you had been here, my brother would not have died! 22 But
I know that even now God will give you anything you ask for.”

spiritual – of man’s
inner being or life force

Jerusalem – capital
city of ancient Israel
Jewish – of ancient
Israel’s descendants
religious – relating to
belief in God or gods
disciples – loyal
followers or students
retreat – move away
from danger
Jordan – river in
Palestine flowing south
Judea – region in
southern Palestine
Bethany – town about a
3 or 4-day walk away
from where Jesus was
Lord – name for God
glory – praise, honor
God’s Son – title for
Jesus to indicate he is
God in a human body
Rabbi – Teacher
benefit – good help
Thomas – one of
Jesus’ 12 disciples
tomb – place where a
dead body is placed
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Notes:

Discussion 8 – A Sleeping Friend

rise – return to life
the last day – day God
will judge all people
resurrection – raised
to life after death
life – new, wonderful
relationship with God
that lasts forever

From the Bible: John 11:23-44
23 Jesus

said to Martha, “Your brother will rise again.” 24 Martha answered,
“I know he will rise again when people are raised from the dead on the last day.”
25 Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and the life. Anyone who believes in me
will live, even if they die. 26 And whoever lives by believing in me will never die.
Do you believe this?” 27 “Yes, Lord,” she replied. “I believe you are the Christ, the
Son of God, the one who is supposed to come into the world.”

Son of God – title for
Jesus to indicate he is
God in a human body

Martha went back home and called her sister Mary to talk to her. “The
Teacher is here,” Martha said. “He is asking for you.” 29 When Mary heard this,
she got up quickly and went to him. 30 Jesus was still at the place where Martha
met him and had not yet entered the village. 31 Some Jews had been comforting
Mary in the house. They noticed how quickly she got up and went out. So they
followed her. They thought she was going to her brother’s tomb to mourn there.

supposed – promised

32 Mary

Christ – King that God
promised to send to
rescue his people

mourn – feel great
sadness because of
someone’s death
spirit – inner being
troubled – upset, sad
and/or angry
wept – cried tears
cave – large hole in
the side of a hill
st

Father – 1 Person of
the one true God, coequal with the Son
and the Spirit
strips – pieces
linen – cloth made
from flax
buried – put in the
ground and covered

28 Then

reached the place where Jesus was. When she saw him, she fell at his
feet. She said, “Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have died!”
33 Jesus saw her crying. He saw the Jews who had come along with her were
crying also. His spirit became very sad, and he was troubled. 34 “Where have you
put him?” he asked. “Come and see, Lord,” they replied. 35 Jesus wept. 36 Then
the Jews said, “See how much he loved him!” 37 But some of them said, “He
opened the eyes of the blind man. Couldn’t he have kept this man from dying?”
38 Once

more Jesus felt very sad. He came to the tomb. It was a cave with a stone
in front of the entrance. 39 “Take away the stone,” he said. “But, Lord,” said Martha,
“by this time there is a bad smell. Lazarus has been in the tomb for four days.”
40 Then Jesus said, “Didn’t I tell you that if you believe, you will see God’s glory?”
41 So

they took away the stone. Then Jesus looked up and said, “Father, I thank
you for hearing me. 42 I know you always hear me. But I said this for the benefit of
the people standing here. I said it so they will believe that you sent me.” 43 Then
Jesus called in a loud voice. He said, “Lazarus, come out!” 44 The dead man came
out. His hands and feet were wrapped with strips of linen. A cloth was around his
face. Jesus said to them, “Take off the clothes he was buried in and let him go.”

Questions to Discuss
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.

What was unusual about the sisters’ message to Jesus? Why? (verse 3)
What was Jesus’ reply? Why? If Jesus loved them, why did he stay? (verses 4-6)
What did the disciples ask Jesus? Why? What did Jesus say? Why? (verses 7-16)
What did both sisters say to Jesus when he arrived? Why? (verses 21 & 32)
How were Jesus’ replies to the sisters different? Why? (verses 23-26, 33-35)
Did Jesus plan to raise Lazarus from the dead? Why did he weep? (verses 4 & 35)
What did the Jews argue about? Why? What didn’t they know? (verses 36-37)
Why did Jesus pray aloud? Why did he call loudly? What resulted? (verses 41-44)
What does this miracle teach about Jesus, life, and death? (verses 25-27)

Discussion Summary
Through the miracle of raising his friend Lazarus from the dead, Jesus showed how
great he is. Jesus loves his friends so much that he weeps over their pain! Yet
Jesus is so powerful that even the dead obey his voice! Jesus is the Lord of love
and life. If we believe Jesus came to rescue us, he promises we will never die!
This series of discussion guides is based on the miracles Jesus performed as recorded in the Gospel of John. 2
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Discussion 9 – A Rebellious People
Loving Our Enemies
Sadiq recognized the captured ISIS
terrorist as a man who took part in the
brutal execution of his friend. But
amazingly, Sadiq still gave food and
water to the hungry and thirsty prisoner.
Sadiq and his fellow aid workers were
serving a group of recently detained
ISIS terrorists. Their caregivers
unexpected kindness brought the cruel terrorists to tears. The hardened killers
broke down weeping. “I’m sorry. I’m sorry. I’m sorry,” they kept repeating.
The Preemptive Love Coalition is a US-Iraqi aid organization of Christians and
Muslims, like Sadiq. They believe, “Love is the only real answer to hate.”

Jesus Raises Us to New Life

Notes:
brutal – extremely
cruel or harsh
detained – kept as
prisoners
preemptive – done to
prevent unwanted acts
miracle – wonderful,
supernatural act
Lord – title for Jesus
indicating Jesus is God
and Master over all
spiritual – of man’s
inner being or life force
die – be separated from
God and his people

In our last discussion we considered how Jesus raised a man back to life, who was
dead for four days. By this most amazing miracle Jesus demonstrated that he is the
Lord of love and life. With his supernatural power, Jesus speaks both physical and
spiritual life into people. If we believe Jesus came to rescue us, we will never die!

resurrecting – raising
to life after death

A Plan to Kill

Jewish – of ancient
Israel’s descendants

News about Jesus resurrecting a dead man spread throughout Jerusalem. It made
Jesus even more popular among the people. But the Jewish religious leaders grew
even more jealous and afraid of losing their power and money. So they planned to
kill Jesus. First, during the Jewish Passover, they arrested Jesus with the help of
his disciple, Judas Iscariot. Then they pronounced Jesus guilty at an unfair trial.
Finally, they brought Jesus to the Roman governor, Pontius Pilate, to be executed.

From the Bible: John 19:1-15 (Selected)
2 The

Then Pilate took Jesus and had him whipped.
soldiers twisted thorns
together to make a crown. They put it on Jesus’ head. Then they put a purple robe
on him. 3 They went up to him again and again. They kept saying, “We honor you,
king of the Jews!” And they slapped him in the face.
1

4 Again

Pilate said to the Jews, “I find no guilt in Jesus.” 5 Jesus came out wearing
the crown of thorns and the purple robe. Then Pilate said, “Here is the man!”
6When the Jewish religious leaders saw Jesus, they shouted, “Crucify him! Crucify
him!” But Pilate said, “You crucify him. I find no guilt in him.” 7 The Jewish leaders
replied, “We have a law that says he must die. He claimed to be the Son of God.”
8 When

Pilate heard that, he was more afraid. 9 He went back to Jesus and asked,
“Where do you come from?” But Jesus didn’t answer. 10 “You refuse to speak to
me?” Pilate said. “Don’t you understand? I have power to free you or nail you to a
cross.” 11 Jesus replied, “You would have no power over me unless it was given to
you from heaven. So the one who handed me over to you is guilty of a greater sin.”
12 Then

Pilate tried to set Jesus free. But the Jewish leaders kept shouting, “If you let
this man go, you are not Caesar’s friend because he claims to be a king!” 13 When
Pilate heard that, he brought Jesus out… “Here is your king,” Pilate said to the
Jews. 15 But they shouted, “Take him away! Take him away! Crucify him!” “Should
I crucify your king?” Pilate asked. “We have no king but Caesar,” they answered.

Jerusalem – capital
city of ancient Israel

religious – relating to
belief in God or gods
jealous – angry desire
to have what another
person has
Passover – celebration
of God freeing Jewish
slaves from Egypt
disciple – loyal follower
thorns – sharp points
on a plant’s stem
crown – circular head
piece worn by a king
robe – piece of clothing
that indicates authority
crucify – nail to a cross
Son of God – title for
Jesus indicating he is
God in a human body
cross – most painful
form of execution
heaven – place where
God lives
sin – disobedience
against God
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Notes:
Caesar – king of the
Romans
skull – head and face
bones, apparently this
hill looked like a skull
Nazareth – the home
town of Jesus, located
in northern Palestine
seams – line where
two pieces of cloth are
sewn together
cast lots – form of
gambling, like
throwing dice
Scripture – the Old
Testament, or the first
39 books of the Bible
Mary the wife of
Clopas – loyal follower
of Jesus and friend of
Jesus’ mother
Mary Magdalene –
loyal follower of Jesus
who was healed from
seven evil spirits
vinegar – sour liquid
used to preserve food
soaked – made very
wet by sitting in liquid
sponge – object that
absorbs liquid
stem – long thin part
of a plant that
connects its roots to
its flowers or leaves
hyssop – herb that
grows in Palestine
rebelliousness –
refusing to obey
authority, or actively
fighting against God
crucifixion – extremely
painful killing by nailing
the victim’s hands and
feet to a cross and
suspending vertically

Discussion 9 – A Rebellious People
From the Bible: John 19:16-30 (Selected)
16 Finally,

Pilate handed Jesus over to them to be nailed to a cross. So the
soldiers took charge of Jesus. 17 He had to carry his own cross. He went out to a
place called the Skull… 18 There they nailed Jesus to the cross. Two other men
were crucified with him. One was on each side of him. Jesus was in the middle.
19 Pilate had a sign prepared. It was fastened to the cross. It read, JESUS OF
NAZARETH, THE KING OF THE JEWS… 21 The Jewish religious leaders argued with
Pilate. They said, “Do not write ‘The King of the Jews.’ Write this man claimed to
be king of the Jews.” 22 Pilate answered, “I have written what I have written.”
23 When

the soldiers crucified Jesus, they took his clothes. They divided them
into four parts. Each soldier got one part. All that was left was Jesus’ long, inner
robe. It did not have any seams… 24 “Let’s not tear it,” they said to one another.
“Let’s cast lots to see who will get it.” This happened so that Scripture would
come true. It says, “They divided up my clothes among them. They cast lots for
what I was wearing.” So that is what the soldiers did.
25 Jesus’

mother stood near his cross. So did his mother’s sister, Mary the wife of
Clopas, and Mary Magdalene. 26 Jesus saw his mother there. He also saw the
disciple he loved standing nearby. Jesus said to his mother, “Dear woman, here
is your son.” 27 He said to the disciple, “Here is your mother.” From that time on,
the disciple took her into his home.
28 Later,

Jesus knew that everything had now been finished. He also knew that
what Scripture said must come true. So he said, “I am thirsty.” 29 A jar of wine
vinegar was there. So they soaked a sponge in it. They put the sponge on the
stem of a hyssop plant. Then they lifted it up to Jesus’ lips. 30 After Jesus drank
he said, “It is finished.” Then he bowed his head and died.

Questions to Discuss
1. What did Pilate and the soldiers do to Jesus? Why? (verses 1-3)
2. How did Pilate and the Jewish leaders disagree about Jesus? Why? (verses 4-7)
3. Why was Pilate afraid? What did he ask Jesus? What did Jesus say? (verses 8-9)
4. What did Pilate ask Jesus next? Why? What did Jesus reply? Why? (verses 10-11)
5. What did Pilate and the Jewish leaders want to do to Jesus? Why? (verses 12-15)
6. What finally happened to Jesus? What did the sign read? Why? (verses 16-22)
7. What did the soldiers do with Jesus’ clothes? Why is this important? (verses 23-24)
8. Who stood near Jesus’ cross? What did Jesus see and say? Why? (verses 25-27)
9. What two things did Jesus say before he died? Why? (verses 28-29)
10. What does this report teach us about Jesus, his death, and our rebelliousness?

Discussion Summary
Unlike the other miracles of Jesus recorded in the Gospel of John, Jesus’
crucifixion did not display his supernatural power over the physical world. But by
offering his body to be brutally whipped and nailed to a cross, Jesus demonstrated
his amazing supernatural love for a rebellious people. Through his death Jesus
received the punishment we deserve and rescued us from all our guilt and shame!
But sadly, like Pilate and the Jewish religious leaders, many people still do not
recognize that Jesus is the king God promised to send for the rescue of his people.
They don’t know that Jesus’ crucifixion is the central event in all human history. Yet
everyone who believes in Jesus receives God’s love, forgiveness, peace, and joy!
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Discussion 10 – A Dead Savior

Notes:
Life’s Surprises

Life is full of surprises. Some unexpected
events are small. Friends throw a surprise
birthday party for you. The exam includes
a question you did not anticipate. You find
a little money lying on the street. But other
unexpected events are big. Your family
moves to a new city. A close friend dies at
an early age. You meet that special
someone, fall in love, and get married.
Jesus’ disciples followed him because they believed he was the king God promised
to send for the Jewish people’s rescue. As the disciples saw Jesus perform miracle
after miracle, they anticipated he would conquer their Roman oppressors. So
Jesus’ arrest, trial, and execution on a Roman cross, greatly surprised and deeply
saddened his disciples. But a much bigger surprise came three days later!

Jesus Meets Our Greatest Need
In our last discussion we talked about how Jesus willingly suffered and died to
receive the punishment we deserve for all our selfish thoughts, words, and acts
against God. By offering his body to be brutally whipped and nailed to a cross,
Jesus demonstrated his amazing supernatural love for a rebellious people! So
everyone who believes in Jesus receives God’s love, forgiveness, peace, and joy.

Afraid to Die
After Jesus was killed on the cross for his crime of being the King of the Jews, all
his disciples except for John hid in fear. They were afraid the same Roman soldiers
who crucified their king might soon seek to kill them too. But showing great loyalty
to Jesus, John stayed to watch the horrible death of his Lord. Eventually John
realized that Jesus did not come to rescue the Jews from their political enemies,
but to rescue people of every nation from their greatest enemy: even death!
Along with two other men, Jesus was crucified on a Friday. The next day, Saturday,
was the Jewish day to worship God. The Jewish religious leaders did not want the
bodies hanging upon the crosses on their holy day. So they asked the Roman
governor to hasten the criminals’ death by breaking their legs. He gave the order.

From the Bible: John 19:33-42
33But

when the soldiers came to Jesus, they saw that he was already dead. So
they did not break his legs. 34 Instead, one of them stuck his spear into Jesus’ side.
Blood and water flowed out. 35 The man who saw it has given true witness. He
knows he tells the truth. He gives witness so you also can believe.36 These things
happened in order that Scripture would come true. It says, “Not one of his bones
will be broken.” 37 Scripture also says, “They will look to the one they have pierced.”
38 Later

Joseph of Arimathea asked Pilate for Jesus’ body…39 Nicodemus went with
Joseph. He was the man who earlier had visited Jesus at night. Nicodemus brought
some mixed spices, about 75 pounds. 40 The two men took Jesus’ body and wrapped
it in strips of linen cloth, along with the spices. That was the way the Jews buried
dead people’s bodies. 41 At the place where Jesus was crucified, there was a garden.
A new tomb was there. No one had ever been put in it before. 42 That day was the
Jewish Preparation Day, and the tomb was nearby. So they placed Jesus there.

anticipate – expect
disciples – loyal
followers or students
Jewish – of ancient
Israel’s descendants
miracle – wonderful,
supernatural act
oppressors – ones who
treat others unfairly
cross – most painful
form of execution
brutally – with extreme
cruelty or harshness
rebellious – disobeying
authority and/or God
crucified – nailed to a
cross
Lord – title for Jesus
indicating he is God
and Master over all
religious – relating to
belief in God or gods
holy – set apart for God
hasten – cause to
happen more quickly
spear – sharp pointed
weapon
witness – report of
what has been seen
Scripture – the Old
Testament, or the first
39 books of the Bible
pierced – run through
with a pointed weapon
Joseph of Arimathea
& Nicodemus – Jewish
religious leaders and
Jesus’ secret followers
Pilate – the Roman
governor over the Jews
linen – cloth made
from flax
tomb – place where a
dead body is buried
Preparation Day – day
to prepare for worship
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Notes:
Mary Magdalene –
loyal follower of Jesus
from whom he cast
out seven evil spirits
Simon Peter – one of
Jesus’ 12 original
disciples
the one Jesus loved –
John’s self designated
title, and one of Jesus’
12 original disciples
burial cloth – cloth put
over a dead person’s
head for burial
Twelve – name for the
group of Jesus’ 12
original disciples
doubting – not believing
something is true
blessed – happy, or
accepted by God
sin – disobedient
thoughts, words, and
actions against God
resurrection – act of
coming back to life
after death
eternal – without an
end in time, lasting
forever

Discussion 10 – A Dead Savior
From the Bible: John 20:1-9, 24-29
1 Early

on the first day of the week, Mary Magdalene went to the tomb. It
was still dark. She saw that the stone had been moved away from the entrance. 2 So
she ran to Simon Peter and another disciple, the one Jesus loved. She said, “They
have taken the Lord out of the tomb! We don’t know where they put him!”
3 So

Peter and the other disciple started out for the tomb. 4 Both of them ran. But the
other disciple ran faster. He reached the tomb first. 5 He bent over and looked in at
the linen strips lying there. But he did not go in. 6 Then Peter arrived. He went into
the tomb. He saw the linen strips lying there. 7 He also saw the burial cloth for
Jesus’ head. The cloth was folded up by itself, separate from the linen. 8 Then the
disciple who reached the tomb first also went inside. He saw and believed. 9 They
still did not understand from Scripture that Jesus had to rise from the dead…
[Note: Verses 10-23 report how Jesus revealed himself alive to Mary Magdalene near the
garden tomb and then later to his other disciples, except for Thomas, in another location.]
…24 Thomas was one of the Twelve. He was not with the other disciples when Jesus
came. 25 So they told him, “We have seen the Lord!” But he said to them, “First I
must see the nail marks in his hands. I must put my finger where the nails were. I
must put my hand into his side. Only then will I believe what you say.”
26 A

week later, Jesus’ disciples were in the house again. Thomas was with them.
Though the doors were locked, Jesus came in and stood among them. He said,
“Peace be with you!” 27 Then he said to Thomas, “Put your finger here. See my
hands. Put your hand into my side. Stop doubting and believe.” 28 Thomas said to
him, “My Lord and my God!” 29 Then Jesus told him, “Because you have seen me,
you have believed. Blessed are those who have not seen me but still have believed.”

Questions to Discuss
1. How do we know Jesus was really dead? (verses 19:33-34)
2. Who saw Jesus’ death? What did he claim? Why did he give witness? (verse 35)
3. Should Jesus’ death have surprised his disciples? Why? (verses 36-37)
4. What happened to Jesus’ body? On what day was he buried? (verses 38-42)
5. Who went to Jesus’ tomb? When? What did she see and do? (verses 20:1-2)
6. What happened next? What did Jesus’ disciples not understand? (verses 3-9)
7. How did Thomas react to the news that Jesus was alive? Why? (verses 24-25)
8. What happened a week later? What did Jesus say to Thomas? (verses 26-27)
9. What did Thomas say to Jesus? Why? What do these words mean? (verse 28)
10. What did Jesus tell Thomas about Thomas’ belief? Why? (verse 29a)
11. What did Jesus say about those who have not seen him? Why? (verse 29b)
12. Do you believe Jesus rose from the dead? Why or why not?

Discussion Summary
The Jewish people, including Jesus’ disciples, expected the king God promised to
send would conquer their Roman oppressors and win their political freedom. They
did not expect this king to die, even though Scripture predicted it. Yet Jesus’
greatest act of love was dying on the cross to free us from all our sin and shame.
Then through his surprising resurrection Jesus conquered our worst enemy: death
itself! By rising from the dead, Jesus proved he is the true king God promised to
rescue everyone who believes in him. Because Jesus lives, his followers have
eternal life. They can face any unexpected event with peace, hope, and even joy!
This series of discussion guides is based on the miracles Jesus performed as recorded in the Gospel of John. 2
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Notes:

Discussion 11 – An Empty Net
Our Disappointments
Have you ever spent lots of time and effort on
something that disappointed you? Maybe you spent
many hours writing a paper that did not earn the grade
you hoped for. Maybe you went through a long
application and interview process, but did not receive
a job offer. Maybe you invested months or even years
in a relationship that only left you with a broken heart.
In the end you felt disappointed – like everything you
did was just a big waste of time.
We all suffer disappointments in our lives. The real
question is: How do we respond to disappointments?
Do we believe they are just bad luck – events that happen randomly? Or are
disappointments a part of God’s plan for our lives – events designed to teach us
about the world we can see and the world cannot see? Are disappointments all
negative, or can they have a positive effect on us too?

Jesus Conquered Death
In our last discussion we learned how, after being dead for three days, Jesus
miraculously came back to life! Through this supernatural act Jesus proved to his
disciples that is the Son of God, the promised King who came to rescue everyone
who believes in him from sin and death. Jesus’ resurrection offers us eternal life!

Fish and Faith
When writers end a book, they usually finish with important points they want their
readers to remember. When John concluded his Gospel he chose to include the
story of how Jesus’ disciples fished all night, but were left with only an empty net.
John recorded this event to help his readers trust Jesus even in disappointments.
John began his Gospel by explaining how Jesus called the first disciples to follow
him (see John 1:40-51). Some of these disciples were fishermen before they met
Jesus. So it is not surprising, that without Jesus around, the disciples returned to
fishing. Of course, Jesus knew his disciples better than they knew themselves. So
Jesus knew exactly where to find them.
Interestingly, the last miracle recorded in John’s Gospel is very similar to one of
Jesus’ first miracles that he performed when he began to choose his disciples.
They were disappointed after a failed night of fishing, but Luke chapter 5 records:
4 When

Jesus finished speaking, he turned to Simon Peter and said, “Go out into
deep water. Let down the nets so you can catch some fish.” 5 Simon Peter answered,
“Master, we have worked hard all night and haven’t caught anything. But because
you say so, I will let down the nets.”
6 When

they did so, they caught a large number of fish. There were so many their
nets began to break… 9 Simon Peter and everyone were amazed at the number of
fish they caught. 10 So were James and John, the sons of Zebedee, who worked with
Peter. Then Jesus said to Simon Peter, “Don’t be afraid. From now on you will fish
for people.” 11 So they pulled their boats to shore, left everything and followed him.
Seeing the amazing catch of fish convinced those fishermen that Jesus had supernatural power and caused them to become Jesus’ disciples. Three years later Jesus
would convince them again through another miracle after a fishing disappointment.

disappointed – made
sad by not getting
what was wanted
invested – gave
resources to
accomplish a goal
luck – occurrence with
no plan or purpose
randomly – without a
plan or purpose
designed – planned
for a purpose or goal
miraculously – because
of a wonderful,
supernatural act
Son of God – title for
Jesus to indicate he is
God in a human body
sin – disobedient
thoughts, words, or
actions against God
resurrection – act of
coming back to life
after death
eternal – without an
end in time, lasting
forever
John – one of Jesus’
12 original disciples
Gospel – book about
the good news of
Jesus written from
eyewitness reports
disciples – loyal
students or followers
net – ropes woven
together with spaces
in between
Simon Peter – one of
Jesus’ 12 original
disciples
master – boss, person
of power and authority
James – one of Jesus’
12 original disciples
boats – vessels for
traveling on water
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Notes:

Discussion 11 – An Empty Net

Sea of Galilee – lake
in northern Palestine
Thomas – one of
Jesus’ 12 original
disciples, who doubted
Jesus’ resurrection
Nathanael – one of
Jesus’ 12 original
disciples
Cana – small village in
northern Palestine
Galilee – northern
region of Palestine
sons of Zebedee –
two of Jesus’ original
12 disciples, James
and John, whose
father was Zebedee
shore – land along the
edge of a lake or sea
disciple Jesus loved –
John’s favorite way to
identify himself
Lord – title for Jesus
to indicate he is God
and Master over all
towing – pulling
100 yards ~ 90 meters
landed – return to the
shore or the ground
torn – ripped or
separated into pieces
coals – glowing pieces
of wood in a fire
dared – had enough
confidence
recounting – telling
what happened
citing – stating an
example to support
the truth of a claim
emphasized – gave
special attention to
eagerly – with a strong
desire and excitement

From the Bible: John 21:1-14
1 After

this, Jesus appeared to his disciples again. It was by the Sea of
Galilee. Here is what happened. 2 Simon Peter and Thomas were there together.
Nathanael from Cana in Galilee and the sons of Zebedee were with them. So
were two other disciples. 3 “I’m going out to fish,” Simon Peter told them. They
said, “We’ll go with you.” So they went out and got into the boat. That night
they didn’t catch anything.
4 Early

in the morning, Jesus stood on the shore. But the disciples did not realize
that it was Jesus. 5 He called out to them, “Friends, don’t you have any fish?”
“No,” they answered. 6 He said, “Throw your net on the right side of the boat.
There you will find some fish.” When they did, they could not pull the net into
the boat. There were too many fish in it.
7 Then

the disciple Jesus loved said to Simon Peter, “It is the Lord!” As soon as
Peter heard this, he put on his clothes that he had taken off earlier. Then he
jumped into the water. 8 The other disciples followed in the boat. They were
towing the net full of fish. The shore was only about 100 yards away.
9 When

they landed, they saw a fire of burning coals with fish on it. There was
also some bread. 10 Jesus said to them, “Bring some of the fish you have just
caught.” 11 Simon Peter climbed into the boat and dragged the net to shore. It
was full with 153 large fish. But even with that many fish the net was not torn.
12 Jesus

said to them, “Come and have breakfast.” None of the disciples dared to
ask him, “Who are you?” They knew it was the Lord. 13 Jesus came, took the
bread and gave it to them. He did the same thing with the fish. 14 This was the
third time Jesus appeared to his disciples after he was raised from the dead.

Questions to Discuss
1. Where did his disciples see the resurrected Jesus again? Why? (verse 1)
2. Which disciples were there? Why are the names of some reported? (verse 2)
3. What did the disciples go to do? Why? What happened? Why? (verse 3)
4. Who called out to the disciples? Did they recognize him? Why? (verse 4)
5. What did Jesus ask? Why? What did he say? What happened? Why? (verses 5-6)
6. How did the miracle affect John? Peter? The other disciples? Why? (verses 7-8)
7. What did the disciples see next? Why? What did Jesus say? Why? (verses 9-10)
8. How many fish were there? Did the net tear? Why was this reported? (verse 11)
9. What did Jesus say and do to the disciples next? Why? (verses 12-13)
10. Why did the resurrected Jesus appear to his disciples three times? (verses 12-14)
11. What does this miraculous event teach us about Jesus and about ourselves?

Discussion Summary
John concluded his Gospel by recounting the third time Jesus appeared to his
disciples after rising from the dead. This event also included Jesus’ last miracle
recorded by John. By citing three different occasions when the resurrected Jesus
appeared to his disciples, John emphasized the certainty that Jesus really did
conquer death. But through this miraculous event we also learn that Jesus
watches over his disciples with love, that Jesus can use disappointments to teach
us important spiritual truths, and that Jesus is committed to providing for all of his
followers’ needs. Like his first disciples, we should eagerly follow Jesus too!
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Discussion 12 – A Changed Life
If You Could
What would you change about your life, if you
could? We all want solutions to problems in our
lives, because we believe they would bring us
happiness. Most of us think health, loving
relationships, success, and wealth can make us
happy. Yet these things cannot ultimately satisfy
us because none of them will last. In fact, a
survey of Americans who have won the lottery
revealed that most of them are now less happy!
So is there any change in our lives that will give
us lasting satisfaction and happiness?

The Purpose of John’s Gospel
John wrote his Gospel because he knew Jesus can change our lives with his love,
peace, and joy that last forever. John recorded ten of Jesus’ many miracles, so that
his readers would believe Jesus is the promised king sent to rescue us, even God
in a human body. Believing in Jesus wonderfully and eternally changes our lives!

Summary of Jesus’ Miracles Recorded by John

ultimately – in the
most important way
last – continue in time
lottery – game of risking
money to become rich
revealed – made
known or showed
John – one of Jesus’
12 original disciples
Gospel – book about
Jesus written from
eyewitness reports
miracles – wonderful,
supernatural acts
eternally – with no end
in time, forever
20 miles ~ 32 kilometers

#1 – Jesus’ miracle of turning water into wine (John 2:1-11) shows he is God over
joy. Jesus is the highest and deepest joy we can experience!

souls – inner beings

#2 – Jesus’ miracle of healing the official’s son 20 miles away (John 4:46-54) shows
he is God over space. Jesus reaches the distance that separates us from God!

storms – difficult or
rough situations

#3 – Jesus’ miracle of healing the man disabled for 38 years (John 5:1-9) shows
he is God over time. Jesus overcomes years of our inabilities!

Lazarus – Jesus’ friend

#4 – Jesus’ miracle of feeding over 5,000 people with 5 loaves of bread and 2 fish
(John 6:1-4) shows he is God over hunger. Jesus satisfies the hunger in our souls!
#5 – Jesus’ miracle of walking on the sea (John 6:16-21) shows he is God over
trouble. Jesus calms our fears and leads us through the storms in our lives!
#6 – Jesus’ miracle of healing the man born blind (John 9:1-9) shows he is God
over sight. Jesus gives us vision to see his kingdom in this world and the next!
#7 – Jesus’ miracle of raising Lazarus from the dead (John 11:1-44) shows he is
God over life. Jesus speaks new life into our spiritually dead bodies!
#8 – Jesus’ miracle of suffering for our sins (John 19:33-20:29) shows he is God
over forgiveness. Jesus forgives us by his perfect sacrifice upon the cross.
#9 – Jesus’ miracle of rising from the dead (John 20:1-29) shows he is God over
evil. Jesus defeated the powers of evil in us and in our world.
#10 – Jesus’ miracle of the great catch of fish (John 21:1-14) shows he is God over
disappointment. Jesus uses disappointment to teach us important spiritual truths.

Did Jesus Really Perform Miracles?
John recorded these miracles of Jesus because they reveal Jesus’ true identity.
Many people today think miracles are impossible and the Bible is not true. But
Jesus’ disciples were eyewitnesses of his supernatural power. The disciples chose
to suffer and die rather than to deny what they saw Jesus say and do. This is
strong evidence that Jesus really did perform miracles to prove he is our God and
Rescuer. Would the disciples have died for stories they knew were not true?

calms – brings peace to

spiritually – relating to
man’s relationship
with God and/or the
metaphysical world
sins – disobedient,
thoughts, words, or
actions against God
sacrifice – giving up
something valuable to
help another person
cross – extremely
painful form of Roman
execution
disappointment –
sadness of not getting
what was hoped for
disciples – loyal
followers or students
eyewitnesses –
people who see an
event happen
evidence – fact that
reveals the truth
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signs – physical
realities that reveal
spiritual truths
believe – accept the
claims and submit to
the authority of
Christ – King that God
promised to send to
rescue his people
Son of God – title for
Jesus to indicate he is
God in a human body
life – spiritual life with
God and all his
blessings forever
in his name – by his
authority or power
witness – report of a
person who saw an
event happen
claim – say is true
radically – extremely
or greatly
ministry – work of
service
transformed – changed
or made different
dramatically – greatly
or extremely
unshakable – too
strong to be destroyed
imprisonment – the
Roman king, Domitian,
put John in prison on
the island of Patmos
off the southwest coast
of modern day Turkey
devotion – strong love
and loyalty
experience – feel or
encounter personally
longed – strongly
desired

Discussion 12 – A Changed Life
From the Bible: John 20:30-31
30 Jesus

did many other miraculous signs in front of his disciples. They are
not written down in this book. 31 But these are written down so that you may
believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God. If you believe this, you will have
life in his name.

John 21:24-25
24 This

is the disciple who gives witness to these things. He also wrote them
down. We know that his witness is true. 25 Jesus also did many other things.
What if every one of them was written down? I suppose that even the whole
world would not have room for the books that would be written.

Questions to Discuss
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.

How many miracles did Jesus perform in front of his disciples? (verse 20:30)
Why did John choose to write down only ten of Jesus’ miracles? (verse 31)
If you believe Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, what will you have? (verse 31)
What kind of “life” did John mean when he wrote these words? (verse 31)
What did John claim regarding the things about Jesus in his book? (verse 21:24)
What did John suppose if everything Jesus did was written down? Why? (verse 25)
Why is what you believe about Jesus so important to John?
If you believed Jesus is God come to rescue the world, how would it change you?

Discussion Summary
John wrote his Gospel because his life was radically changed by Jesus.
Before he met Jesus, John worked with his father and brother as a fisherman.
But when John met Jesus, he was so amazed by Jesus’ wise teaching and
supernatural power, that he decided to leave his family and fishing behind to
follow Jesus wherever he led.
As he was with Jesus daily for the three years of his public ministry on earth,
John’s life was transformed. But watching Jesus die upon the cross, and then
seeing him alive again three days later, dramatically changed John for the rest of
his life. Knowing that Jesus defeated evil and death filled John with unshakable
faith, peace, love, hope, and joy. Even John’s suffering and imprisonment for his
devotion to Jesus could not stop John’s loyalty to Christ.
John wanted other people to experience the same wonderful change in their
lives. He longed for them to enjoy the life of faith in Jesus that he enjoyed. This
is why John recorded Jesus’ miracles in a book. He wanted many others from
around the world to have their lives changed by Jesus too. All those who believe
that Jesus is God, the promised king sent to rescue the world, will also experience
his supernatural love, forgiveness, peace, hope, and joy that lasts forever!

For Further Study
If you want to learn more about the life, miracles, and claims of Jesus, here are
some good books that you should read:
• Who Is This Jesus? by Michael Green
• More Than A Carpenter by Josh McDowell
• Basic Christianity by John Stott
• Mere Christianity by C.S. Lewis
• The Reason for God by Timothy Keller
If you have questions about Jesus and how he can change your life, please talk
to your discussion leader. He or she will be happy to meet with you!

This series of discussion guides is based on the miracles Jesus performed as recorded in the Gospel of John. 2
Your “Dinner & Discussion” host is Rick Gray. Email Rick with your questions! rick.gray@ruf.org

